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A joint venture of school and community, our pictorial history book is meant to give 
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF DRYDEN 
by: Sada Bishop 


Dryden is situated in Powell's Valley between 
Wallen's Ridge on the south and Stone Mountain on the 
north. We cross Powell's River anywhere we go. All 
this territory was at one time called Turkey Cove. 


The first white settlement was probably made in 1770. 
One of the most important forts was Yokum Fort, 
located just across the south side of Powell's River 
near Roy Horton ' Ss store ‘ 


Thomas Lovelady and his company came across Lovelady 
Gap (so named for him) of Wallen's Ridge about 1770. 

became ill, and he built a cabin and they 
stayed. The others. ‘went on farther west. 


His wife 
died and was buried on the trail. 
| Dryden has an elevation of 1500 feet. It is 


underlain with limestone and is watered with saa: 


large springs. . 


3 Dryden, as well as the rest of Lee County, was a 
creat hunting ground for the Indians. | : 


Early settlers either received land grants for their _ 


services in the Revolutionary War or bought their 
patents. A few of those who were located here in 
1790-1793 were James Thompson, Charles Cocke, Samuel 
Adams, Vincent Hobbs, William Muncy, Carr Bailey, 
Jester Cocke, Job Crabtree, and James Young. Tn 
1798, George Yokum sold land to Carr Bai ley 
“including Yokum'’s Old Station." 


Later settlers were Creeches, (Scritches), DeBusks, 
Penningtons, Zions, Blubaughs, Flanarys, Orrs, 
Jaynes, Tritts, Bishops, Skaggs, William Thompsons, 
Gilberts, Parsons, and Littons, all before the Civil 
War. 


Alf Tee 
instrumental in getting a 
bccn and the town was — for him. 


about 1889-1890. 


Cente farm tools were wagons, sleds, cick cradles, 
etc. The fences were either TOCK or wood rails. 


Hogs, cattle, sheep, and poultry Seat the. oie. 
Beans, peaches, apples, etc. were dried. Cabbage ,. 


_ potatoes, turnips, and apples were "holed up” in the 


fall for-winter use. Sugar and syrup were made from 
the sugar maple. Sorghum was grown for molasses. 


There were few landowners who had slaves: most of the 
pioneers had small farms which their families worked. 
Other occupations were cobblers, bagiycoacks » coopers, 
ete... There were many blacksmiths. 


The early settlers built log houses, most Ly daubed 
with mud. All had limestone chimneys with oils 
ees : ; 


The. mail was carried on horseback from Jonesville, : 


| when there was enough to Justify the trip. | 


the Jonesville Postmaster , was 
post office in _this- 


Dryden, 


There had been a post office earlier ‘elica Fritts 
(at the Old Thompson Place now owned by Kathleen | 
Gibson), also Yokum about Flanary'’s store, but the 
first postmaster of. Dryden was Craig Pennington, 
September 3, 1879. 


located just south of . 
waS established in 1825 and discontinued 
Green Hill was established at about 
the same time; it was a Methodist Church. 


Cleat Spring Baptist ‘Church: 
Dryden, 


A Methodist Circuit Rider held a revival in the Blind 
Tiger (which stood between Mrs. Ina Litton's house 
and the Methodist Church) and had such a great 
success, it led to the building of both the Methodist 
and Baptist churches in about 1895. (I believe that 
the minister's name was J. A. Straley.) There were 
two negro churches. Land was given by Elkanah 
Pennington and his wife, Rebecca Zion Pennington. 
They also gave the land for the white churches. 


Some of the very earliest ministers were James 
Gilbert, John Flanary, Jonathan Bishop, Robert W. 
Wynn, Henry Thompson, and Nathan Hobbs (all about 
1825-1835). | 


Some doctors living in and around Dryden were Dr. M. 
L. Stallard, Dr. Reasor, Dr. George Clark, Dr. 
Clarence Pierce, and Dr. G. H. Ely. 


Iron ore was mined from Poor Valley Ridge (30 
percent) and carried to Dryden on wagons, loaded on 
flat cars and shipped to Big Stone Gap to a foundry 
managed or owned by Tate Irvin. 


Tan bark was a big business for the farmers, being 
sent to Big Stone Gap to a tannery (using the ooze to 
tan leather). 


Before the coming of the railroad, lumber, grain, 
Meat, etc., were carried on log rafts down Powell's 
River to Chattanooga, Tennessee, when there was a big 
tide. (Sometimes the tide left them, and they had to 
tie up at a farmer's home and wait for another tide. 
Many homes were built on the river.) When they got 
to Chattanooga, they sold their products and the raft 
and walked back home. 


Merchants transported their goods by wagons from 
Rogersville and Bristol. It took one week for the 


wagoner to make a round trip to Bristol, taking over 
feathers, cured meat, dried fruit, bluegrass seed 
(stripped by hand), and returning with coffee, sugar, 
salt, dishes, calico, etc. 


Many families left here in covered wagons, going to 
Missouri, Kansas Ohio and several on to Washington 
and Oregon. 


The first flour mill was located on the river across 
from the Crabtree place. Elbert M. Gilbert built the 
first store in Dryden in 1891. | 


The L&N Railroad reached Dryden on March 4, 1891, 


being built by pick and shovel. Most of the workers 
were Hungarians and other foreigners. They camped 
Out, moving as the railroad progressed and buying 
goods from the farmers and the few merchants. 


The L&N Railroad reached Cox's farm on February 17, 
1891; The Summit, February 28, 1891; and Dryden, 
March 4, 1891. The depot was built soon after. It 
had an office where tickets were sold, a telegraph 
(Morse Code), the Semaphore Signal Controls, etc. It 
also contained a large freight room and two waiting 
rooms--one for white people and one for colored 


people. ; 


Several freight trains ran daily carrying coal, iron 
ore, and heavy cargo. 


Four passenger trains ran daily with diners, 
pullmans, etc. Two trains met and passed at about 
8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. in Dryden. 


Big cattle pens adjoining the railroad housed cattle, 
hogs and turkeys. These animals were loaded and 
shipped to Raltimore, Cincinnati, Chicago and other 
markets. | 


Each depot had an agent who worked during the day and 
two telegraphers who worked during the night. 


The contact between the engineer on the train and the 
depot was. by the Semaphore Signal Board. 


The depot employee climbed a tall structure above the 
depot and lighted a kerosene lantern. When the train 
came into sight, the engineer blew two long 
blasts, one short blast and one long blast.- If the 
telegrapher wanted the train to stop, he did nothing; 
the board was straight out and red. But if the 
train was to continue, the depot employee pulled a 
card which lowered the board. Then the engineer gave 
two short blasts to signal the conductor in the 
caboose. If the train was to proceed cautiously, the 
arm was lowered halfway, showing yellow.. 


About 1947, telegraph was replaced by teletype. 
Later in 1956, teletype was replaced by the 
telephone. 


A group of men obtained a franchise to build a 
telephone party line from Pennington to Dryden about 
1912. Battery-powered radio began appearing in homes 
in Dryden about 1925; electricity about 1938; and the 
first televisions before 1952. 


In 1920, there were five stores and one bank in 
Dryden. | 
Besides the private school taught by Mrs. Margaret 
Fitspatrick (Mrs. Eura Carter's aunt), the Jefferson 
Institute, which was built about 1880-1895 was also 
available. It was built where the Jessee Cemetery is 
now located. 


Some of the teachers were Peter Marcum, John Noel, 
Mel Ely, Tyler Parsons, James Parsons, Will Cox, 
Jackson Wolfe, George Young, Mrs. Laura DeBusk 
Litton, and Mrs. Kate Baley Johnson. 


The Jefferson Institute was discontinued about 1904 


when a two-story, four-room high school was built. 
Dryden High School is the oldest high school in Lee 
County. In 1915, an addition was added. Two 
classrooms were built downstairs and an elevated 
auditorium with a large stage was built upstairs: 
This structure burned in March, 1936. The new 
brick was ready for school in 1938, and the new 
addition was added in 1960. 


Karly roads were dirt, and muddy most of the time 
with big rocks jutting out. 


The Fincastle Pike came up by Mrs. Eura Carter's, 
across and in front of the Baptist Church, out by 
Allen Litton's and on to the river to Stallards 
Ford. 


A pike road was built about 1912 from Dryden, across 
the river to Roy Horton's store, and about two miles 
further toward Big Stone Gap. 


A new highway was built from Pennington, 
Woodway, to Big Stone Gap about 1918. 


through 


The highway from Pennington, through Dryden, to Big 
Stone Gap was completed about 1938-1940. 
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Capt. Vincent Hobbs ended the Indian raids into Southwest Virginia 
by killing Chief Binge in 1794. Here are three of Vincent s brother 
Absolom's ten sons, who were born and reared 1% miles south On 
Dryden on the Powell River. L to R: Dewitt Clinton Hobbs, born 
about 1827 and moved to Indiana before the Civil War began, David 
Crockett Hobbs, who served in the Civil War and went to Indiana 
when it was over, and Joshua Ewing Hobbs, who served in the Civil 
War and then remained on the farm south of Dryden to rear his 
family. He is the grandfather of Clyde W. Hobbs, Kitty H. Livesay, 
Jessie H. Myers, and Emily Blair, all of Dryden. He is also the 
esrandfather of Mary Lynn Tritt and Evelyn Sturgiil of Pennington 


Gap and Rebecca Neal of Clintwood. : 
(Jessie H. Myers Photo) 


Submitted by Dianna Clasby 


This old log structure was being used for a barn when Sada Bishop snapped 
the picture about 40 years ago. It's of much historic value because | 


originally, it was the Clear Springs Baptist Church. Located just south of 
Dryden, it was established in 1825 and discontinued about 1889-1890. 


(Sada Bishop Photo) 


’ 


This old grist mill was located about 1% miles south of Dryden 
on the Powell River. It was built by a DeBusk who later sold 
it to Elbert Gilbert. It was owned or operated also by Frank 
Hicks, Robert Vandeventer, Dave Neely, Levi Musick, and 
Charles Herndon. A store and shoe shop were operated in the 
mill at one time. Photo was taken in early 1900's. 


(Don and Jessie Hobbs Myers Photo) 
Submitted by Dianna Clasby 


Z 
Fo} 
= 


through Dryden around 1900 


assing 


in p 


¢ 
i 


[= 


ture 


LC 


A p 


tra 


Pe 


Submitted by Cathy Houseman 


Bristol to Lexington Highway through Litton's farm near 


current site of Dryden to Lovelady bridge. 


(Harold Peters Collection) 


This photo of Dryden taken around 1900 shows the Jefferson Institute 
atop the hill to the left of center. 


(Sada Bishop Photo) | 


MODERN TRANSPORTATION, 1914 -.-The Shelby Parsons famil 
Dryden community is shown dressed in 


for a ride in their 1914 Model, one of the first of its kind 


of the 
"Sunday best" and ready 


in the area. Mr. Pdrsons was a blacksmith. 


(Harold Peters Collection) 


ton Highway on outskirts of Dryden, Va. around 1905. 


Bristol - Lexing 
ture furnished by Kenny Fannon 


Pic 


A view of Dryden in 
The building on the 
amid the trees, and 
Stocker's Knob is in the background. 


1907 when the main road was next to the Baptist Church. 
extreme left is the L&N Depot, Dryden High School is 
the Methodist Church is in the middle of the houses. 


(Don and Jessie Myers Photo) 
Submitted by Dianna Clasby | 


eS (Lisa Peters Photo) 


In 1915, two classrooms were added downstairs and an auditorium 


was added upstairs to Dryden High School. This building burned 
in March, 1936. 


(Lisa Peters Photo) 
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This brick building was completed in 1938. In 1960, the new gym, the 
library, kitchen, and high school classrooms were added. 


Submitted by Ms. Betty Sue Quillen 
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(Charles Cox Photo) 


The I.0.0.F., International Order of the Odd Fellows, has a long 
local history. 


(Estelle Ely Photo) 
Submitted by Kathy Kelly 


(Sada Bishop Photo) 


Dryden's first Little League teams were organized by George Parsons 


1969 


THE EXPOS . THE ROYALS 


The Expos were: Kneeling L to R: Lester Bloomer, Tony Dearry, "Chigger" 
Dale Gates, Ricky Ely, David Matney, and Greg Carter. Standing: Coach 
Roger Gates, Bobby Statzer, Ricky Wright, unknown, David Belcher, Darryl 
Ely, Charles Gross, and George Parsons. | _ ae ta 
The Royals were: Kneeling L to R: Wendell Huff, Mike Musick, Bobby 
Quillen, and Bo Bo Kelly. Standing: Coach Roger Gates, Darryl Hayes, — 
Dana Hobbs, Cheyenne Middleton, Coach Patsy Quillen, Ken Vaughn, and — 
George Parsons. ,:° ©0960 pee is | ee Oe Ad ae We Leta oe 
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(Photos by Allie Parsons and 
Patsy Quillen) 


~ 


Dryden High School's first girls' basketball team was "fielded" in 
1921. They won the Lee County championship by winning at Jonesville — 
when all games were played outdoors. ; 
First Row: Vinnie Asbury Baily, Grace Parsons, Sada Gilbert Bishop, 
Elizabeth Young Bayes. Second Row: Dona Freeman Shuler, Cora Huff. 
Standing: Irma Shufflebarger Odum and Robert Ely, Principal and Coach. 


on ee | 4 | | (Sada Bishop Photo) 


Dryden High School's 1977 Girls' Basketball Team ended a perfect 24-0 
season by winning the Virginia State High School League Championship. 
L to R: Janie Thacker, Dawn Peters, Emma Lawson, Jo Ferguson, Susan 
Quillen, Nancy Quillen, Katrina Tester, Marsha Ramsey, Angie Clark, 
Kim Bishop, Elaine Hobbs, and Coach Jimmy Don Peters. 


(Jimmy Don Peters Photo) 


an 


Dryden Methodist Church, May 31, 1903. 


(Mary Nell Williams Photo) | 
Submitted by Mary Beth Gibson 


LE 
ZL 
_ 


The Station Creek Methodist Church was originally a two-story 
log building morticed with wooden pegs. The upper room was 
used for an Odd Fellows Hall. When it was remodeled, the 
upper story was torn away, and the Odd Fellows moved their 


meetings to Pennington Gap. 


(Barbara McElroy Photo) 
Submitted by Nicki Winters 


The old Crabtree log house built in the early 1800's was located on the 
Woodway Road on the Powell River. This picture was taken about 1920. 


(Sada Bishop Photo) 


Vandeventer, family and friends. It was taken on the Hobbs Hollo 
Road just south of Dryden. | 


Taken about 1906-1009, this picture includes Ewing Hobbs,’ Mary | 


(Don and Jessie Myers Photo) 
Submitted by Dianna Clasby 
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(Jessie H. Myers Photo) 


This picture was taken of Powell River about 1910 just south of 
Dryden. Mary Vandeventer, Flora Wygal Noe, Belle Tritt Ely, and 
Lula Ely Wade are among the group. 


(Jessie H. Myers Photo) 


Picture of Dryden looking east about 1930. 


(Sada Bishop Photo) 


Tom Cooney's house near Dryden around the turn Oo: the; Century, 
L to R: Brown Shufflebarger, George Barty, Bob Vandeventer, 
Rance Gilley, Javin Shufflebarger, and Tom Cooney with son, 
Clarence. 


(Jessie H. Myers Photo) 
Submitted by Linda Marsee 


In the 1950's, the state of Virginia did the documentary film, 


“Wilderness Road", using local talent and filming it on location. 
Mrs. Rob Orr of Dryden is on the horse. 


(Sada Bishop Photo) 


| 


/ 


y Z 


Hogs have been a part of the local diet for as long as there have been settlers. 


These two heavyweights were raised by Maria and Henderson Davis in Olinger in 
the 1950" s. | 


(Maria Davis Photo) 
submitted by Dianna Clasby 


Picture taken on homemade merry-go-round about 1949 
L to R: Eugene Graybeal, Vada Graybeal, Rosemary 
Graybeal and Oscar Smith. | 


(Vada Graybeal Photo) 
Submitted by Teresa Firth 


Olinger Road about 1915. 


(Maria Davis Photo) 
Submitted by Dianna Clasby 


(Marie David Photo 
submitted by Dianna Clasby 


Olinger school children 
around 1929-30. Looks 
like a May-Day Dance. 


(Beatrice Clasby Photo). ~ 


The school building at Semina 


ry 


is still being used as a Community Center. 


(Mary Nell Williams Photo) 
submitted by Mary Gibson 
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This photo was taken in the 1920's shortly after the Seminary Methodist 
Church was remodeled under the supervision of C. Bascom Slemp. The 
church was originally built in 1851 and served as a school, Masonic 
Lodge, and church. It burned in 1875 and was rebuilt by the Masons. 
Heavily damaged by a wind storm in the early 20's, it was repaired by 
Mr. Slemp who lived nearby. 


(Southwest Virginia Museum Photo) . 
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Lura McQueen owned this log 
L. M. McFarland in Elytown. 
the logs with cement. At on 
built around 200 years ago. 


house before it became the home of Sarah and 
Mr. McFarland replaced the mud daubing between | 
e time, the house was two-story and was originally 


(Allie Parsons Photo) 


Le re 


"Good Health Lunch Room" at the Deep Springs School in 1938. Serving 
apples is Harold Kelly, son of Mrs. Estelle Kelly, who donated the 


use of this photo. 


Submitted by Kathy Kelly 


Green Hill Methodist Church bell tower 
dedication in 1959. 


The Deep Springs Baptist Church came 
imto existence in 1843. This photo 


was taken in 1940. 


(Estelle Ely Photo) | <1 ae D ook | ae aaa . = 
Submitted by Kathy Kelly In 1819, the old Green Hill Methodist Church 
was organized. It was a log structure with 
split-log benches and a dirt floor. 


(Sada Bishop Photos) 
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This old steam-powered saw mill was on the Morton Reasor farm in 
Deep Springs. The writing on the picture points to John Morefield. 


(Estelle Ely Photo) 
Submitted by Kathy Kelly 
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The William C. Thompson home on Woodway Road was built about 1814. This 
picture was taken about 1940. The building is still Standing. | 


(Sada Bishop Photo) 


Cs 


This gigantic tree was cut off the old Thompson farm on the Woodway Road 
and hauled to Pennington where the picture was taken about 1900. 


(Sada Bishop Photo) 


Bite de ee ee (Evan Skaggs Collection) 
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(Evan Skaggs Collection) 


How's this for a “bear story”? Ervin Gilley killed this 
young black bear running down Pennington Gap's main street. 
-The picture was taken in front of the M. J. Pennington 
building around the turn of the century. | 


(Evan Skaggs Collection) | 


Gibson's Department Store has been in business in Pennington 
Gap since 1886. 


(Evan Skaggs Collection) 


Stave lot~néar Pennington's depot where barrels were made for 


hauling freight on trains in early 1900's. 


(Harold Peters Collection) 
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Pennington Gap 


Virginia, in early 1900's. 


(Harold Peters Collection) 
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A scene near the Penn 


(Harold Peters Collection) 
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Pennington Gap depot about 1915 - 1920. 


(Harold Peters Collection) 
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Barber shop in Pennington Gap in early 1900's. 


(Evan Skaggs Collection) 


Pennington Hardware replaced J. E. Laningham Hardware in 1919. 


(Evan Skaggs Collection) 
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(Harold Peters Collect 


Tom Barlow (far left) operated a general store in Pennington Gap 
for many years. Notice the animal pelts hanging on the wall. 


(Evan Skaggs Collection) 


Work crew paving Railroad Street in Pennington Gap. (Old 
Johnson Hotel in background. ) 
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(Evan Skaggs Collection) 


Hotel Johnson about 1910 - 1915. 


(Harold Peters Collection) 
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The Pennington Gap Christian Church was completed in 1911. 


(Evan Skaggs Collection) 


Pennington Gap, Virginia, in 1920's. (Old Lee Baptist 
Institute at far right. ) 
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Lee Baptist Institute Baseball Team. (Left to Right, First Row: 
Conrad Grabell, Harry Russell, 'Dad'"' Burnett, Robert Wilson, 
Willis Pope. Second Row: M. H. VanDeventer, Guy McNeil, 


Burma Beall, Murphy King. .Third Row: Bernard Russell, Business 
Manager, and Earn Hall, Coach.) 


(Evan Skaggs Collection) 
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Mountain beauties put on display at the 2nd Lee County Tobacco 
Festival in Pennington Gap. 


(Evan Skages Collection) 


Formerly the high school, this bu 
Pennington’ Gap Elementary School. 
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Opening of the Lee Theatre in Pennington 
in 1948, | 
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Lovelady D.A.R. float in Tobacco Festival 
about 1956. 


(Photos from Evan Skaggs Collection) 


George Luster's Restaurant in Pennington Gap around 1920-25. 


(Evan Skaggs Collection) 
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The Roller Building in Pennington Gap served many purposes until it burned 
about 25 years ago. At one time, it housed the Post Office and later 
Spangler's Superette. 
(Brenda Woliver Photo) 
Submitted by Nicki Winters 
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V & S. W. Wreck Engine 69 at St. Charles, Virginia, August 7, 1912 
Engineer Frank Barbe and Weigh Master O. S. Wagner killed and 
Fireman Scott Clayman injured, Fs oes 


sodt. 
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Saw Mill about 1917. Caves Springs Recreation Area is now on this site.. 
Picture furnished by Charles Riddle. 


The Jonesville Methodist Campground was established in 1810. 
(Picture taken in 1880's, ) 


(Harold Peters Collection) 


The Town of Jonesville was established in 1794. This is a picture 
of Main Street about 1910.: The first building on the left is the 

Sewell House. The first building on the right is Palace Building, 
the present site of Powell Valley Bank. 


Bull riding at the Lee County Fair in Jonesville around 1910.. 
The fair was moved to Pennington during the Depression years 
when the C.C.C. took over the Jonesville fairgrounds. 


; (Harold Peters Collection) 


ed 


ilt in 1947 and 


ille was bu 


Jonesv 


in 


ing pool at Cumberland Bowl Park 
in operation. 


imm 


till 


The sw 
is s 


Old Elkanah Flanary plantation 
house with Mrs. E. R. "Aunt 
Coon" Flanary. 


(N. Collier Photo) 
Submitted by David Million 
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e of the first stores 


He was an early banker 
taken around 1930. 
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(Charles Cox Photo) 


In 1959, the Dryden Methodist Church underwent its first renovation 
since the original building was erected in about 1895. 
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Picture of "The Summit", the area located on the road 


between Ma 


, west of Dryden. 
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Raymond Kenlin about 1907. 


(Vic Adams Photo) 
Submitted by David Million 


A Tribute To Dryden 


The clifts, the swifts . 
Screech bottom and the stoop’n tree 


You area part of me 


Old swimming hole and fishing pole 
Tow-headed boys and little black dog 
_Picturesinmy memory logue _ 

You area part of me 


Trot lines and make-shift boats 
Innertubes and other floats 

Roasted corn and watermellon 
Big black crow and Waynea yell’n 

They’re in my memory, a part of use to be 


Carter Hill and cool, spring water 
On River Road and shocks of fodder 

Walking down the sun was hot 

. Picked berries worth every scratch I got 

Tell ya now, I kinda’miss it 

_ Think I'd stop time there if I could wish it. 


M. E. Young 
PQ. Box 23 
Dryden, VA 24243 
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